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Summary Of Developments: Implementation Of Salvadoran
Peace Accords &amp; Related Events
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, October 2, 1992
Sept. 23: In New York, the Ad Hoc Commission presented President Alfredo Cristiani and UN
Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali with copies of its report on major cases of human rights
violations in the armed forces. According to media reports from the UN, the report recommends the
purging of seven generals and about 90 other officers of different ranks, including many colonels
and lieutenant colonels. Under terms of the peace accords, Cristiani has 60 days from the report
issue date to act upon the recommendations. Although contents of the report remained confidential,
reactions were widespread in San Salvador with several leaders demanding Cristiani make the
report public. Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leader Francisco Jovel criticized
the commission for interviewing and investigating only 250 cases out of a total of over 2,000 officers
whose files were potentially subject to review. In statements to reporters, Jovel said: "As a signatory
to the peace accords, we demand to know the contents of the report...we want to assure that the
purging process is conducted and that it be thorough." The FMLN's Radio Venceremos warned
that the army might try to "take action" in response to the report, but added that the national and
international situation leaves little room for "any attempt to undermine constitutional order or the
peace process...The rebel army is going to disappear, and the army, which is to remain in place,
must logically be purged...this is the essence of the social pact" that brought an end to the war.
Representatives from the National Peace Commission (Comision Nacional para la Consolidacion de
la Paz, COPAZ) called on Cristiani to provide COPAZ with a copy of the report in order to allow the
group to effectively conduct its mandate to verify compliance with the peace accords. Ret. Gen. Juan
Rafael Bustillo, former armed forces chief, said he hopes the report will not lead to "unjust purges,"
which he defined as "the dismissal of those people [from the armed forces] who gave everything
they had [to the counterinsurgency] even while placing their own lives at risk." With regard to the
possibility that he himself might have been singled out in the report, Bustillo asserted: "Given that I
have been described as a hard-line officer, let me state that I have acted responsibly and it has never
been my wish to allow abuses to be tolerated, or to allow anyone to disregard the constitution and
the laws." At a press conference in New York, Cristiani reported that the government has received
US$36 million in international assistance for the purchase of lands for distribution to demobilized
FMLN combatants. He said this amount will allow the government to begin the process of land
distribution, but that the program requires a total of over US$100 million. Later in the day, in his
address to the UN General Assembly, Cristiani insisted that full implementation of the peace
accords should not be prolonged beyond the original date of Oct. 31 stipulated in the accords. By
that date, he said, "the FMLN must have completed dismantling of its military structure." Cristiani
also called on the international community to increase assistance for reconstruction in El Salvador.
"The flow of foreign aid is essential to carrying forward the peace agenda at this crucial juncture,"
he said. Questioned by reporters about the Ad Hoc Commission report, Cristiani said he had not yet
read it, "but at any rate the government has 60 days to act on the report," a period "which extends
beyond Oct. 31." In statements made in Santiago (Chile) FMLN leader Joaquin Villalobos affirmed
that armed struggle is no longer valid in Latin America and has no future. Villalobos said the Latin
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American and international context has "totally changed" since the Salvadoran guerrilla movement
began in 1970. He added that, while the democratization of Latin America is "far from perfect,"
it nevertheless has resulted in "the diminishing of the terrain for [military] confrontation and the
opening of much space for [struggle in] civil society." Sept. 24: In a press conference held shortly
before departing from New York, Cristiani refused to divulge any of the contents of the Ad Hoc
Commission's report, despite repeated questions from reporters. He asserted that it is "totally
confidential" and that it would be handled "exclusively" by Butros Ghali and himself. Cristiani
also said rumors regarding a possible rebellion among army officers implicated in the report
are "unfounded" and that the issue "should not be politicized...the armed forces have faithfully
complied with all obligations outlined in the peace accords." In a San Salvador press conference, the
Permanent National Debate Committee (Comite Permanente del Debate Nacional, CPDN) called
on Cristiani to publicly release the Ad Hoc Commission report. CPDN leader Guadalupe Ortiz
said, "It is necessary to break confidentiality so that the population knows whether or not justice
has been done. The people should know who the military officers are that have been involved in
grave violations of human rights." Sept. 25: In a communique, the opposition Christian Democrat
Party (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC) affirmed that Cristiani has "the unavoidable obligation"
to make the report public and "to take the pertinent measures." In Paris, FMLN leader Shafik
Handal described the Ad Hoc Commission report as "a decisive test" for Cristiani. Handal was in
France as part of a tour through Europe to garner support for the Salvadoran peace process. Handal
affirmed that Cristiani's decision to keep the report secret has added a new element of tension to
the peace process. "Implementation of the accords has been marked by one crisis after another
and by setbacks followed by advances. The process is complicated and difficult, but tensions in
recent days have dangerously sharpened," he said. Sept. 28: Gen. George Joulwan, chief of the US
Southern Command, visited El Salvador where he met with senior level army officers, members
of the UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL), and President Cristiani. In a press conference at the US
Embassy compound prior to his departure, Joulwan said he was "very impressed" by the armed
forces' approach to reduction and reorganization. He asserted: "The objective of the transition has
been to create an armed force that is subject to civilian control, that respects human rights and takes
its orders from the president of the nation...I would like to publicly praise the professional manner
in which the Salvadoran armed forces have shown flexibility in the peace negotiations and have
subjected themselves to review by the Ad Hoc Commission." UN undersecretary general for peace
operations Marrack Goulding arrived in San Salvador to evaluate the status of compliance with
the peace accords. Goulding was to meet with officials from the government, FMLN, army and the
UN. Sept. 29: In a San Salvador press conference, FMLN leaders Leonel Gonzalez and Nidia Diaz
accused the government of noncompliance with several provisions of the peace accords. They said
the army has not dismantled the national intelligence agency (Direccion Nacional de Inteligencia,
DNI), since its members were merely transferred to a new entity, the Office of State Intelligence
(Organismo de Inteligencia de Estado, OIE). In addition, they charged that the director of the
Public Security Academy (Academia de Seguridad Publica), Mario Bolanos, has been obstructing
recruitment of demobilized FMLN combatants. They also called for total government compliance
with commitments to distribute land to former FMLN combatants and landless peasants, to
restructure the armed forces, to install the new police force, and to achieve a social pact between
workers and the private sector. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/23-25/92, 09/28/92, 09/29/92;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 09/23-25/92)
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